
St. Joseph’s School Home and School Association  
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6:30 pm, May 11, 2022 
PRESENT (In person and virtual)

Christina Mahady, President 
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Ginger Vance, Incoming Principal 

Sara Rogers, Secretary 
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Angie Hanzal 
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Theresa Menke 

Leslie Miller 
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Angela Richardson 
Caitlin Russ 

Maggie Zumwalde

 
Red text = Action item for one or more people 
Blue text = Teacher/staff approval may be needed 
 

1. Lisa led with a prayer. 
 

2. Admin updates 
a. Lisa said there are few changes coming and that the team is excited for next year. 

More information will be coming out to parents in the next week or so. 
3. Fitness Fun Day 

a. Leslie said that she, Jenny R, and David are working on this and it is coming 
together well. The sign up has been created and will go out in the next few weeks. 

b. We will be staying on campus this year, in the back parking lot and yard for the 
games, while food will be served in front of the school. 

c. It was asked what time of day these events will be. Leslie was not sure of exact 
times off the top of her head, but it will be late morning and around lunchtime. 

d. Lisa shared that middle schoolers will be gone most of the day; eighth graders will 
be at Valleyfair, and sixth and seventh will be at base camp. 

4. H&S updates 
a. Christina reminded us all of the Home and School master plan, and asked that we 

work on it during the summer, to help everything be ready for next school year. 
b. Christina is creating a brochure for parents for the fall that will help explain H&S. 
c. Thank you to the reps who have already sent the May home and school update 

emails out! If you haven’t done that please do so soon. 
d. We have had a number of people reach out and sign up for new positions for next 

years home and school positions. 
e. School advisory committee 

i. Sara attended the school advisory committee meeting this month. She was 
not able to stay for the whole thing, and mainly was just able to hear all of 
the committee's questions for Mrs. Vance, and share what H&S is working 
on. 

ii. Lisa said that two teacher reps usually go to the SAC meetings. She asked 
if it would be helpful if there was a rotation of teachers next year attending 
H&S meetings too. It was agreed that that would be a great idea. 

iii. Angela asked if there are any school parents on the parish council, or if 
parish council and SAC members overlap at all, as she was wanting to 
know if there are connections being made between the two groups. Lisa 
said that the groups meet at the same time, so there is never any overlap 



directly, but that Fr. Creagan is usually careful about making sure there are 
some school parents on the parish council, and there are some on there 
now.  

f. The H&S executive committee will be meeting in June. Christina requested that if 
anyone has any feedback, to let one of us know so we can address it.  

g. Our next home and school meeting will be August 10 so we can get off and 
running before school starts. Christina said thank you to all of our reps for their 
hard work this year! 

5. Ginger Vance introduction 
a. Mrs. Vance, incoming principal, shared a bit of her background in education. She 

also said that she has been looking at the parent and teacher surveys, other 
notes, and meeting with Patrick, Greg, and Lisa to get as much information as 
possible going into next school year.  

b. She says that the most exciting part is that she has been able to be a part of the 
hiring processes for incoming faculty and staff, and she believes we have a great 
team with good experience coming in. They hope to be done with hiring by the end 
of the month.  

c. She also mentioned that she has a school email address, and that she can be 
contacted with questions. 

6. Past event recaps 
a. Carnival 

i. Christina gave a huge thank you to Jenny W and Alex, our cochairs for this 
event. It went extremely well, and the kids had a great time.  

ii. Lisa and Caroline will be debriefing with Jenny and Alex next week and will 
share a summary when they are done. The plan is to create an inventory of 
what was bought and sold this year so that everything can be ready for next 
year. 

iii. Bri mentioned that this should likely be a committee-run event for next year. 
iv. Jenna Dwyer had shared with Christina that selling spirit wear was a huge 

hit.  
b. Spirit Wear 

i. Angie has now taken over spirit wear sales. She runs a lifestyle company 
and has lots of vendor relationships, which helps us get low costs and 
quicker turnarounds.  

ii. The plan is to sell a variety of products this August at our back to school 
events. She will be working on a budget and what items to purchase with 
home and school. She would also like to send out a survey, either to all 
parents or just to home and school reps, to get ideas for what would be 
good spirit wear items to sell, as well as to use home and school reps for 
feedback on color choices and designs, etc. throughout the year.   

iii. Print-on-demand is also an option; it would be more expensive, but then 
people could purchase things year-round. There would still be regular 
smaller sales before the school year and maybe around Christmas at 
another time during the year. 

iv. Lisa asked how soon we need to order items to be ready for back to school 
events. Angie said that mid July would be good. 

v. It was also brought up that Angie will be looking for a parent who has 
design program/art and design expertise for help. This may be added on to 
a parent survey to find a person.  

c. Muffins with Moms 



i. This was another big hit. Thank you to our dad volunteers! 
ii. There was some difficulty finding dad‘s to help at first, but a bunch stepped 

up in the last day or two and now Lisa has a good list. 
d. Teacher Appreciation Week 

i. Lindsay M. had a nice Facebook post about our great teachers.  
ii. Christina coordinated the coffee cart and that was a big success that Friday 

morning. On Monday there were donuts provided from H&S, and on 
Thursday there were burritos from Taco House.  

iii. It’s also nurse appreciation week, so Lisa was honoring Amy today, and 
Joey tomorrow. 

e. Carnival again 
i. Parents had mentioned that it would be nice if there would be drinks 

available for them during carnival, either alcoholic or non-alcoholic. 
ii. Maggie mentioned that at the ticket table there were a lot of kids/parents 

who didn’t know that it was only  cash/check payments to get more tickets. 
It was in the information going out to parents, but Bri suggested that maybe 
next year we have some extra specific notes for kindergarten and new 
parents to answer some common questions, such as the payment options 
and whether or not little kids can attend. 

f. School family businesses 
i. Angela said that it would be nice if we could reach out to more families in 

the school who run their own businesses, to give them more support, like 
we are doing with FamFare Kitchen. Christina said that she did mention it in 
one of the school updates, but that it will also be in the communications 
from home and school this fall. 

g. Field trips 
i. MIA field trips 

1. Bri said they went very well and she only heard good things. 
ii. High Tech, High touch 

1. This was an in-school “field trip” for fourth and fifth grades today. 
2. The kids loved it, and even said it was as good as a normal field trip. 

h. Class get-togethers 
i.  Kindergarten and second grade have both had meetings. Union 32 was 

good for second grade. Foodsmith was also great for kindergarten parents. 
ii. It was asked if there is a preference for weeknights or weekends, to get 

more attendance. Everyone agreed that it just depends on people’s 
schedules and it can be hit or miss with any date. 

iii. A first grade in preschool play date is coming up on Saturday afternoon. 
There are also a Kindergarten summer park play date in the works.  

iv. Christina reminded reps that they can buy Popsicles and other treats, and 
ask for reimbursement from the school and the H&S budget. Sara also 
mentioned that when buying treats, parents may need to buy extras for 
siblings that attend, or make it clear that they are only for those grade level 
children. 

v. It was asked if there is a planned play date for incoming K families. There 
isn’t one currently, but there will be one mid or late summer. 

i. FamFare Kitchen 
i. Christina shared that we made $230 through this event, and that it had a 

great response.  



ii. Christina has reached out to Libby, co-owner and school mom, to see if 
they can work out a monthly plan for next year. She also thanked 
everybody who participated. 

j. Capiz family support 
i. H&S purchased a plant and card for the Capiz family at Katie’s funeral.  
ii. There is also a GoFundMe for helping with the boys’ schooling, so if you 

see it on social media or hear about it, feel free to spread the word.  
7. Upcoming/ongoing events 

a. Recess and lunchroom helpers are still going on.  
b. Gertens plant sale pickups will be tomorrow afternoon.  
c. K-2 senior concert 

i. Happening this Friday afternoon. There are four or five people helping out 
with the planning and decorating. 

ii. It was discussed that the centerpieces are a big draw at this concert. A few 
ideas were suggested as to how to raffle them off to attendees. 

d. Art in Bloom 
i. The sign up for volunteers for labeling art, setting up, and taking down went 

out with the May H & S update email. Reps, please send this out if you 
haven’t already! 

ii. A lot more volunteers are needed. Lisa will add this sign up to the Friday 
letter as well. 

e. Grandparents Celebration 
i. Middle schoolers will be ushers to help grandparents find their kids and find 

spots to sit at Mass. 
ii. After Mass, parents and grandparents can go into the great room for Art in 

Bloom. It will also be open before Mass. 
iii. Cookies will be purchased for students to grab on the way back into school, 

and for parents and grandparents after mass. Christina, Anna, and Sara will 
help with this. Allergy-friendly cookies will also be available. 

f. Field trips 
i. Kindergarten has their spring Mudlake trip and a baptism retreat coming up. 
ii. Sophia asked if there are any suggestions for what kind of get together’s to 

do for kids in older grades. Most people suggested that parks are still good, 
but that it’s helpful to bring soccer balls, kickballs, etc. for kids who want to 
play games instead. Thompson Park was also suggested, as older kids 
would probably be allowed to walk around the lake and explore a bit.  

g. School supply kits 
i. Sarah shared that she had gotten estimates and spoken with a school 

supply kit company. It can be a fundraiser or not. It would also be totally 
optional for parents. 

ii. Everyone agreed that it would be something worth trying for a year, to see 
how it goes.  

iii. It was also suggested that we could also label supplies for parents, in the 
future, for an extra fundraiser. 

8. Teacher wish lists 
a. Angela asked if we could set up apps or some thing for teachers wishlist 

throughout the year. Angie suggested an Amazon list for each teacher.  
b. It would be great to have something consistent that every teacher has access to 

and can update as needed, especially with specific items. Specialists would also 
have their own wish lists. It could also be linked with our Amazon Smile account.  



 
9. Upcoming meeting dates: August 10 at 6:30 pm. Have a great summer! 

 
Minutes submitted by Sara Rogers 
Minutes approved by Christina Mahady 


