
Today, St Joseph School Mass was celebrated by Fr Emmanuel Nakhleh pastor of Holy Family Maronite 
Catholic Church in Mendota Heights. The Catholic Church is made up of 23 different Rites (Latin rite, 
Ukrainian rite, Maronite rite, Byzantine rite , etc) that are all united under Pope Francis as pope. St Joseph 
parish is Latin rite or sometimes called Roman rite. There are also 22 additional rites that comprise the 
Catholic Church. Each rite has unique aspects of language and customs. For example, in our Latin or 
Roman rite we use English and some Latin. In the Maronite rite liturgy  English is used along with Syriac, 
Arabic and Aramaic— the actual language Jesus spoke the words of consecration .  Communion in the 
Maronite rite is received by intinction (the priest dipping the sacred host in the precious blood and the 
communicants receiving on the tongue). The Maronite rite also uses a unique sign of peace that is a 
symbol of Christ’s peace that begins at the altar and is spread through the congregation with a special 
gesture. The Maronite choir was present offering music in both English and Syriac language . St Joseph 
School has had many students from the Maronite Rite Catholic Church over the years. Today's students 
were able to share the beauty of their rich Maronite Catholic traditions . 
 
The second photo shows Fr. Creagan at a recent event with 3 other rites represented in the Twin Cities . 
The priest on the far left is Ukrainian Catholic , the next one is Byzantine Catholic , Fr Creagan Latin-rite 
Catholic and the last two are Maronite rite Catholics. Not pictured is the Syro-Malabar rite priest from 
India. Each of these 5 Catholic rites have regular masses in the Twin Cities area— a beautiful reminder of 
the universality of our Catholic Church. 
 
 

 


