
St. Joseph’s School Home and School Association
Meeting Minutes (Virtual)

7 pm, October 13, 2021

Red text = Action item for one or more people

1. Greg led us in prayer.

2. Greg’s introductory remarks
a. The role of Home and School is to support sharing ideas and promote

communication between faculty/staff/families, and to direct and coordinate
activities for the students and school programs.

b. The questions planned for tonight discredited the goodwill of this H&S leadership,
as they were possibly for a particular agenda, and were misleading, making
assumptions without knowing all the facts.

c. This can cause more division and is not helpful for the administration.
d. Christina’s response

i. These were questions she has received from other parents.
ii. If she had heard this from him after she sent him the agenda with these

questions the previous week, she would have followed a more appropriate
procedure.

iii. Asking questions in this format was intended to save Greg some time and
get information out to more parents quickly.

iv. She is happy to channel the questions in a different manner going forward.
v. Greg’s response

1. If any questions come up, parents can call the office for answers.

3. Past Events Recaps
a. Email introductions to teachers/parents went out. No one had any issues.
b. Spirit Wear pop-up

i. Jenna Dwyer said that the previous vendors retired.
ii. Brenna and Jenna are working on final bids with new vendors to get a big

sale going.
iii. Greg said we’ll have a spirit wear day Thursday, October 28.

Orange/black/white can be worn if things aren’t delivered, but it sounds
like the pop-up items should be going out soon.

c. Thank you to Leslie Miller for organizing the wedding gift collection for Mr. Reyes!
d. Art portfolio volunteer coordinators

i. Hilary Lamusga has up to six volunteers now and will be getting them
started on helping upload students’ artwork.



e. Field trip volunteer reminder
i. Please send a gentle reminder to volunteers, if applicable, that masks are

required on buses and also at certain locations.

4. Upcoming/Ongoing Events
a. Recess Helper Sign-up Genius

i. Nov/Dec sign ups will be coming out soon.
b. Check-in calls with new families

i. Lindsay Mayernik is working with CSCOE and Christina.
ii. We are waiting on the new family list, and then each grade’s reps will

receive those families to call.
iii. Christina and Sara are willing to help make those calls.

c. Parent/Teacher Conference meals
i. Thank you to Jenny Reeves, who has been coordinating with Lisa.
ii. A sign-up will go out to parents soon.

d. Gala
i. Looking to be a hybrid event.
ii. Volunteers for all sorts of areas will be needed soon. Contact Katie

Sullivan if you have any interest.
e. Upcoming field trips

i. Greg has given teachers the green light to plan these.
ii. Kindergarten is taking their autumn walk to Mud Lake soon.

f. Raffle
i. Moving likely to February, possibly tied to Feast of St. Joseph on March

19, and possibly starting in February around Catholic Schools Week.
ii. This spreads it out a bit from Gala as well as Give to the Max.

g. Parent readers
i. Kari Gale has requested one (started virtually) and that’s up and running.
ii. Reps are welcome to reach out to teachers to see if it’s something they’re

interested in. For now, it will be virtual, but the hope is to be able to have
parents come in at some point this school year.

h. Restaurant fundraisers
i. Thank you to Mollie Rubenzer, who said she scheduled October through

March last night, so more information will be coming out about those soon.

5. Upcoming meeting dates
Nov. 10
**Dec. 1 (a change from the 2nd Wednesday)
Jan. 12
Feb. 9
Mar. 9
Apr 13



May 11

6. School Advisory Board Update
a. In effort to align more with the other parent-led body, we’d like to include brief

recaps of these meetings and share any information that might be relevant to
H&S.

b. The initial meeting two weeks ago was a leadership meeting only, so minutes
were not taken. Going forward, after full meetings, relevant updates will be
provided.

c. Lisa usually takes notes and will share those minutes with us in the future.

7. Monthly H&S emails
a. Christina thanked everyone for being open to this, so that parents are aware of

H&S and we can coordinate effectively.
b. Grade-specific things will also be able to go in these emails.
c. We’ll reevaluate as the year goes on whether this is working well.

8. Greg’s updates
a. NWEA MAP assessments are done and letters with results were going into the

mail today or very soon. Let us know if you have questions.
b. Respect Life Month

i. We will be collecting baby/layette items for Wakota A Guiding Star Center
the last week in October.

c. CSCOE publication
i. CSCOE is responsible for bringing Believe and Read (K-3rd grade

phonics/literacy coach)
ii. They put out a periodic publication and asked Greg and our school to give

the impact of the B&R program on our students and school. We’ll share it
when it’s out.

d. Parent-Teacher conferences
i. Teachers will get info and discuss options tomorrow.
ii. Info/sign-ups for parents will be coming out shortly after that.

e. School concerts
i. We will be having concerts this year.
ii. All of the dates for our school concerts will hopefully be going out to

parents soon in a Friday letter
iii. Our 3-5th graders are currently practicing for a Veterans Day Concert on

Nov. 11.

9. Questions
a. Will there be a new directory this year?



i. Greg and Lisa haven’t discussed it yet. It’s usually used as a revenue
generator for Gala.

ii. Greg will follow-up with Lisa and see if this will be happening this year.
b. Will there be a virtual option for parent/teacher conferences this year?

i. Teachers were surveyed and will be meeting tomorrow to discuss and
finalize the options, then info will be shared with parents.

c. Will enrichment programs be continued this year?
i. The Aim High program that was used in the past was based on

assessment scores.
ii. Cathi and Greg have talked about it and teachers have inquired, but

volunteers would be needed to help, and that may be dependent on where
we are at with welcoming volunteers into the school, so stay tuned.

d. If H&S meetings are not the place for it, is there any way for the average parent
to ask questions not through the office? Perhaps the School Advisory Council
(SAC)?

i. The SAC is there to help Fr. Creagan and Greg with running the school.
Its primary purpose is fostering faith development, but also the
advancement of the school community.

ii. Bylaws would need to be checked, but meetings could likely be attended
by those other than members.

iii. Lisa takes notes and posts them.
iv. Follow-up question: Where are parents able to talk about bigger issues in

some way with Fr. Creagan and other school leaders, even knowing they
can be heated like in other school districts?

1. Greg said they will publish the members’ info so parents can reach
out to them.

2. Greg typically meets with the chair or co-chair before the meeting to
go over those questions to be able to talk within the meeting.

e. What is the deciding factor for H&S meetings to be held in person?
i. The great room is always full on our meeting nights, but we could look into

other nights.
ii. Follow-up question: If it’s a large-space issue, could we meet in the

cafeteria or gym?
1. We could look into the gym; the cafeteria is used as a meeting point

for religious ed instructors on most Wednesday evenings.
2. The reason we haven’t been in person was to accommodate a

larger gathering of people so that everyone would feel comfortable
attending, if more parents decided to show up for any given
meeting.

3. Christina and Greg will look into using the gym for upcoming
meetings and get feedback from members.



f. When will the library be open again, and will technology/computer classes
continue?

i. K-2 have been going to the library, but they don’t have the software
updated to be able to check out books.

ii. They are hoping to use an “old school” method to check out items soon.
iii. Katy Lasure is helping intermediate grades be able to check out books.
iv. Regarding computer classes, with our updates and upgrades, there are no

plans to leave classrooms to use a computer lab anymore.
v. The technology is mostly taught by teachers in each classroom now on

their own devices, but Lori Bruce is also available to answer questions and
help support those teachers and classes.

Minutes submitted by Sara Rogers
Minutes approved by Greg Wesely and Christina Mahady


