
 

FACULTY UPDATES        (07/23/2020) 

Debbie Dovenmuehler (Grade 1) has recently decided to announce her retirement from teaching, after 

taking a leave for medical reasons this spring.  We have been blessed to have Debbie’s smile and love for 

education at St. Joseph’s School for 24 years.  Please continue to offer prayers for her in this transition 

ahead. 

Jill Rotvold (Grade 4) has decided to retire from education with a desire to spend more time with her 

family and grandchildren in the years ahead.  She has faithfully served St. Joseph’s School for the past 31 

years.  Her commitment to her students and Catholic education will be greatly missed. 

Jackie Van Diver (Physical Education) has recently decided to make a career shift and has accepted a 

Secondary Learning Specialist position.   In announcing her decision, she felt God had been preparing 

her to work more closely with students.  Her new students will be extremely fortunate, as she has 

touched the lives of many St. Joseph students over the past 29 years.  We have just started the process of 

identifying a replacement in this position. 

Vicki Young (Preschool Director) will not be returning to our preschool program this Fall.  Vicki did an 

outstanding job in meeting the requirements of our accreditation and licensure, and sharing her 

beautiful faith and love for learning within the program these past couple years; she will be missed.  In 

the interim, we have been developing more of a team-model preschool administration, for the at least the 

start of the 2020-21 school year.   

We are still exploring an appropriate and safe way to honor these dedicated educators who will not be 

with us this fall.   We thank them for their service during which they shared their gifts and talents with 

the St. Joseph’s School community.  Please pray for them in their transitions. 

Rod Cina (Grade 5) will be on a leave of absence for the first part of the school year as he continues to 

address his medical condition.  It is our hope that he will return to St. Joseph after Christmas break.  We 

are grateful that Suzie Kocourek will continue to serve as a long-term substitute for the first half of the 

year in Grade 5. 

Hannah Hansen (Kindergarten) will join us as we add an additional section of kindergarten this fall.  

Hannah is a recent graduate of University of Mary, Bismarck, ND and last year served as an interim 

kindergarten teacher at Saint Agnes.   

Molly Schroeder (1st Grade) comes to us as a seasoned and respected educator from Holy Trinity School 

in South St. Paul, serving there for over 15 years.  Passionate about her Catholic faith, she has served in 

many capacities at her previous school.  We welcome Molly and her family to our school. 

Justine Buerkle (4th Grade) recently finished her Masters degree in Education from the University of 

Minnesota and has been teaching the past couple years in both Catholic and public schools in 

Minneapolis.  In addition to teaching, she comes with a strong background in athletic communications. 

We are very fortunate for these new additions to our staff; further introductions and information will be shared 

prior to the start of the school year. 

 


