
Dear St. Joseph’s School Parents, 
 
Earlier today, Governor Walz announced that in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19), all public 
schools in Minnesota will close beginning Wednesday, March 18th through Friday, March 27th to ‘provide 
time for schools to adequately plan for continuity of education during the COVID-19 pandemic.’  In this 
Executive Order, the Governor encouraged the private schools to fulfill these directives as well. 
 
Below is the letter we received from Bishop Andrew Cozzens that announces all Catholic elementary and 
high schools of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis will be suspended on or before March 18, 
2020 and remain closed at least through March 27.   
 
After careful consideration, St. Joseph School (PK-8) is announcing it will close already tomorrow, 
Monday, March 16 through at least March 27.  The Preschool program will be closed through the entirety 
of March 27. 
 
The faculty and I will use this coming week to further develop our plan for ‘at-home/distance learning’ to 
best serve the needs of our students; we plan to officially begin this program Monday, March 23.  The 
following week of March 30-April 3, our school is scheduled to be on Spring Break.  Any further closures 
beyond April 3 will be communicated as decisions are made. 
 
Additional information will be communicated by the school office tomorrow with a plan for parents to 
stop by the school on Tuesday, March 17 to pick up necessary textbooks, resources, and equipment for 
their children (K-8). This will allow your children to have their materials at home during this time, as well 
as in the event of a possible longer-term closure.   
 
We know this is difficult news for some, and may be quite disruptive as well, but we believe that both the 
Governor and Archdiocese’s decisions were prudent and reasonable.  We are grateful that we have 
already had several individuals and organizations, both locally and nationally, reach out to us with 
assistance for meeting the learning needs of our students under these unique circumstances. 
 
Please contact the school office at 651-457-8550 if you have any questions or if we may be of assistance 
to you and your family.   
 
In this challenging time, Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us!  St. Joseph, pray for us! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Greg Wesely 
Principal 
 
 
Message from Bishop Andrew Cozzens, 3/15/2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
Across the twelve-county territory of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis are 91 Catholic 
schools with over 3700 employees serving over 29,000 students in prekindergarten through 12th grade.   



After careful consideration of the recommendations of the Minnesota Department of Health, the decision 
of Governor Tim Walz to close public schools from Wednesday, March 18 through Friday, March 27, and 
review of the decisions of universities and other educational programs in Minnesota, and out of an 
abundance of concern that the effort may help shield the young, vulnerable populations, and the elderly 
from the possibility of contracting COVID-19, student access to all Catholic elementary and high schools in 
the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis will be suspended on or before March 18, 2020 and 
remain closed at least through March 27.   

Consistent with earlier guidance, the Archdiocese recommends that Catholic schools gather their 
teachers either this week or the week of March 22 to plan for how best to provide continuation of 
learning. We look to local Catholic schools for how best to engage students next week and through the 
end of the month.   

These are extraordinary times and Catholic schools are served by extraordinary people. As the situation 
continues to develop, Catholic schools will evaluate how to best serve students in this difficult period. 
This will take time and patience. Catholic schools partner with parents in the education of their children. 
The present moment is an opportunity for us to work together with parents on how best to serve the 
needs of students. We do not have all the solutions today, and given the national emergency, we do not 
have to have all this figured out today. Today, the Lord’s Day, is a good time to step back from all of this 
and, trusting in the help of God, reflect on what this situation means for your family. We urge families, 
parents, pastors, heads of school and teachers to collaborate and assist in this educational endeavor. 
Together we can meet these challenges.  

During this period of closure, it is important to note that school buildings will be inaccessible to children, 
parents, or community members. Local Catholic schools will provide more guidance in the days ahead. 

Our Catholic schools are served by tremendous teachers, staff, pastors, and leaders, who we stand in 
solidarity with at this time.   

Please join Archbishop Hebda and me in praying for children and families affected by these closures and 
for those suffering from this illness.   

Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens 
Vicar for Catholic Education 
 


