
St. Joseph’s School Home and School Association  
Meeting Minutes (Virtual) 

7 pm, Wednesday, December 9, 2020 
 

Present  
Greg Wesely, Principal 
Betsy Joyce, President 

Hilary Lamusga, VP 
Anna Beery 

Michelle Benish 

Bri Brekke 
Shannon Campbell 

Jenna Dwyer 
Alex Fitzer 

Christy Frost 

Brenna Lynn 
Leslie Miller 
Sara Rogers 
Julie Smith 

 
 
 
Red text = Action item for one or more people 
 

1. Greg led us in prayer (based on one provided by the archdiocese, as Archbishop Hebda started 
a year dedicated to St. Joseph yesterday). 

2. Gala 
a. Teacher gift boxes: THANK YOU for getting emails out to parents and coordinating 

these wonderful gifts for our teachers and staff! Priests and Good Shepherd 
catechists were missed so we have improvements for next year. We found extra 
spiritwear so that was given to Fr. Creagan and Fr. Wratkowski along with an ornament 
for each priest. We are also hoping to give something to Patrick Menke, our parish 
administrator, for all of his help. 

b. Ornament Sale 
i. Sold about ⅓ to families and ⅔ to parishioners. Betsy dropped off the remaining 

ornaments at parish center if anyone is interested in buying one. 
ii. It was good, but not great. It was nice to be able to include these for teachers’ 

gifts, but we would have a lot left over if we hadn’t included them for those gifts. 
c. Jets spiritwear was a success. We sold quite a bit and ten alum took up the offer for the 

free t-shirts for donors. 
3. Greg’s updates 

a. Support was phenomenal for the raffle. All winners were local and either school or parish 
families, which is also exciting. Incentives will be awarded to classrooms over an 
extended period of time since some classes are out on quarantine. 

b. Give to the Max: Raised over $26,000. Goal was $50,000.  
c. Gala 

i. Thank you for being engaged in this virtual event! We have learned a lot. 
Committee chairs will have a big debriefing soon with Greg and Patrick. 

ii. Very successful event for engagement for our community. Auction and 
Fund-A-Need both did well.  

iii. No firm number totals yet, as money will still be coming in for that. 
iv. Still waiting on participation numbers from classrooms/school parents as well. 



v. Hilary mentioned (and many people agreed) that it was a unique and wonderful 
to have families involved and have the kids connect with the raffle winners, the 
videos, etc. It would be great to have this somehow be part of Gala in the future, 
to help the kids feel connected to it. 

d. 3-5th grade had reconciliation today and middle school will have it Friday. It’s a gift to be 
able to have Mass and the other sacraments as a part of our school community. 

e. Transition to distance learning is coming up!  
i. We’ve had a lot of practice for teachers and students, and more helpful 

information will be coming out through teachers and the administration. Right 
now, about 20% of students are distance learning, and it’s been difficult to 
manage both learning models, so we are looking forward to running only one 
model for a few weeks. 

ii. The teachers will be teaching from their classrooms, in general, as it keeps things 
consistent for the children as well as the teachers, and they don’t need to take all 
of their supplies home.  

iii. This is NOT what we did in the spring. It will likely look quite different, but it 
should be a fun experience. 

iv. Ms. Nordgren will be sending out some technology tutorials soon, especially to 
help with younger kids. 

v. Is there a need we could fill? 
1. Be engaged with your child and the teacher, through phone calls or email. 

If it’s NOT working (or if it is!), let us know. 
2. Pray for us and for each other. 
3. Grade reps: please reach out to the teachers in your grade and 

remind them that you and the Home and School Association are 
here as a resource. Let them know they are supported, in case they 
want some feedback/ideas/support in any way. Ask them if there is 
anything that can be delegated to you to take some of the weight off 
their shoulders. 

vi. Leslie asked if parents can have their children learning from a bedroom if there 
isn’t space for all of the distance learners. Greg said that there should be a 
designated learning space for each child, and they should still be on time, and 
engaged, just like school. Bedrooms tend to make that more difficult and also are 
not ideal for other reasons as well. If it’s necessary to have your child be at a 
desk in their bedroom, communicate with his or her teacher why that’s the case, 
and make sure it’s still a designated space like a table or desk and not a bed. 

4. Field trips 
a. Art Adventure: Betsy and Marie Bitzer came to the conclusion (from teacher’s 

perspectives/shortened days) that Art Adventure will be postponed until next year. It 
makes sense to use it when we’re able to visit the MIA in person and also have the 
volunteers be in person with the kids. 

b. We will wait until late February/early March for other field trip options so we can get past 
distance learning and all the information and disruption that will come with that. 

 



Minutes submitted by Sara Rogers 
Minutes approved by Betsy Joyce and Hilary Lamusga 


