
St. Joseph’s School Home and School Association  
Meeting Minutes (Virtual) 

7 pm, Wednesday, November 4, 2020 
 

Present  
Greg Wesely, Principal 
Betsy Joyce, President 

Katie Becker 
Anna Beery 

Michelle Benish 
Bri Brekke 

Shannon Campbell 
Jenna Dwyer 
Alex Fitzer 

Christy Frost 
Emily Gainor 

Shannon Kroon 

Leslie Miller 
Sara Rogers 
Julie Smith 

 

 
 
Red text = Action item for one or more people 
 

1. Greg led us in prayer. 
2. Spiritwear 

a. Sold just shy of $5000. 
b. Flash Two Day Sale of Spirit Wear. Ends Friday 11/6 at 8pm. 
c. We had our first Spirit day last week. Today, one teacher was wearing her new Jaguar 

shirt because she was so excited about it. 
3. Gala 

a. THANK YOU, class reps, for emailing families about silent auction items. 
b. A limited amount of Jets gear (for alums) was created specifically for Gala, to use social 

media to market these (and therefore Gala) to our alumni. 
c. We will hopefully be ordering an ornament soon, which will be made available to the 

school and parish, and sold until beginning of December. Proceeds would go towards 
Gala. 

d. Teacher Gift Boxes 

i. Shannon K and Betsy wanted to see interest level from grade reps about putting 
together boxes for each teacher to be sold at the Gala silent auction. Details are 
still being worked out, but reps were positive about the idea. 

ii. Reps would email families (an example would be given by S&B) and ask for a $5 
donation, then build boxes of 5 or 6 simple items for each teacher. 

iii.  We want specialist teachers, other staff, etc. to be included, so money from 
larger classes would be shifted around. S&B will take care of planning this and 
letting reps know what they need to do. 

4. Raffle update 
a. Currently at $31,400 (42% of goal). 
b. Jenny V and Michelle B were at Masses selling tickets this past weekend, and we had 

great interest from parishioners. 
c. We are seeking 100% participation from all families. The cost to educate each student is 

around $8000 (about $2500 more than tuition), so all of this fundraising really helps us 
carry out our mission. 



5. Prayer chain 
a. Lisa had suggested (to Hilary and Betsy) that H&S orchestrate some sort of prayer chain 

for the families in our community who are struggling with health issues. The prayers 
would be great, especially during this time when it’s more difficult to help physically. We 
are open to suggestions (SignUp Genius? Something else?) for how to orchestrate this 
and put it out in our Friday Letter. 

6. Virtual classroom readers check-in  
a. PreK and K not currently doing it but hoping to as the school year progresses. 1st grade 

(Schuster) is doing it live, 2nd grade (Fallon) is doing it prerecorded, 3rd is prerecorded, 
and all the kids love it! 

7. Virtual field trips check-in 
a. Google cardboard VR glasses are a possibility, but we don’t know what kind of budget 

this would require. Michelle will look into it. 
b. We also discussed a few other options (virtual tours, live Q&A sessions, etc.). Some 

grade reps have heard from teachers and some haven’t. If it works out, great, it’s an 
added learning enhancement, but not absolutely necessary. 

8. Greg’s updates 
a. We are in our 10th week of school and have our first set of Covid cases.  It was a hard 

decision, but we closed the entire preK through Nov 15 to be extra cautious. We 
continue to check county levels and consult with other school leadership in the area. 

b. Our St. Joseph Awards in Middle School go out to a student in each grade level 
throughout the year. These students exhibit qualities of St. Joseph: a faith-filled life and 
hard work ethic. 

c. Ms. Schafer has been given some new resources for her science classes from state 
textbook funds to be able to use brand new information and technology, especially since 
she’s not able to use the Makerspace as often as she’d like. 

d. There will be a Believe and Read virtual Kindergarten preview at 8 pm on November 17. 
A flyer will go home to families soon. The virtual event will talk about Kindergarten in 
Catholic schools, specifically how Believe and Read has helped families. It would be a 
good event to attend to learn more about the Believe and Read program that we are 
using at St. Joe’s. 

e. We had a tremendous response to baby donations for Wakota – thank you! Next up, our 
8th graders will lead the Thanksgiving drive, working with Neighbors, Inc. Watch for 
information to come. 

9. Q&A 
a. Has the school made any decisions about upcoming breaks (changing the length, etc., 

based on holidays and family gatherings)? 
i.  We have not made any decisions other than what our calendar says. There are 

other schools that are taking some extended time and quarantining after 
Christmas (Nativity is not having students in for 2 weeks afterward, doing DL 
instead). It’s on our radar to monitor the current but also seek out more 
information. We strongly believe in-person learning is priority, but also want to 
support our distance-learners. Asked for feedback and a few people shared their 
various opinions. 

2. Is the 6-week touchpoint a time families could switch to distance learning? 



i. No, it is intended only for distance learners, to give them specific times that it 
would make sense to be able to transition to in-person learning (mid-trimester, 
end of the trimester). 

ii. We want to work together with families and support them; it’s a partnership. We 
also want to make sure we are doing the best we can by our students’ learning, 
as well as their health. 

3. When does K registration start? 
i. We will be doing some virtual info nights in January, like before, and registration 

will start at that point. If people are asking, feel free to connect them with Lisa in 
our office to get them on our radar before then. We have a number of families 
already looking into switching this year or at the start of next school year. 

4. Can we still use out of uniform passes from last year? 
i. Yes! 
ii.  We weren’t planning to sell them for Gala, but since many at the meeting voiced 

their love for them, that may change. 
10. Greg appreciates your prayers, and he is praying for us! 

 
Minutes submitted by Sara Rogers 
Minutes approved by Betsy Joyce 


