
 
 

October 7, 2020 
 

Dear St. Joseph’s School Families,  
 
We have had a great first six weeks of school with healthy students, teachers, and families. 
Thank you for following the health protocols and procedures put in place that have allowed our 
classrooms and building to remain open.  Soon our beautiful fall weather will turn colder and the 
cold/flu season will be upon us.  The information in this letter outlines our school’s plan for 
COVID-19 related absences and absences for other reasons. 
 
Absences related to COVID-19: 
If your child has been exposed to someone with a positive COVID-19 diagnosis or is showing 
symptoms of COVID-19 after a possible exposure: 

● Call or email the school office (office@stjosephwsp.org or 651-457-8550) to report a 
COVID exposure or symptoms your child is experiencing.   Do not call the attendance 
hotline to leave a “COVID related” message.  

● The school office will notify Amy Milosch, our school nurse.  Amy will be in touch with 
your family to discuss your situation. 
 

If it is determined that your child will need to be quarantined due to an exposure to a 
positive COVID-19 case based on Minnesota Department of Health guidelines and the 
Decision Tree, then the following steps will be initiated: 

● The school office will notify your child’s homeroom teacher to gather all materials 
(including a technology device) your child will need for remote learning.  A message will 
be sent from the school office letting you know when to pick up those materials. 

● Your child’s homeroom teacher will be in touch within 24 hours of notification with 
information regarding remote learning.  

The school will follow the MDH guidelines when notifying families of any further needed 
recommendations. 
 
The school will follow the MDH guidelines to determine if an entire class needs to be 
quarantined. Information specific to that class regarding remote learning during the quarantine 
period will be provided to families at the time of notification. Students in grades K-5 will be 
provided with a device for remote learning and middle school students will continue to use their 
laptop computer.  
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Absences Not Related to COVID-19: 
Students with absences not related to COVID-19 will not move to remote learning.  These 
include but are not limited to; non-COVID-19 illnesses such as strep throat, stomach flu, ear 
infection, etc. Also included in absences not related to COVID-19 are family vacations, funerals, 
and appointments.  If your child has an absence not related to COVID-19: 

● Call the school’s attendance hotline (651-457-3031) and leave a message informing the 
school office of your child’s absence. 

● Teachers will collect work missed during your child’s absence.  The work may be sent 
home with a sibling, picked up at school, or given to your child upon their return to class. 
Arrangements need to be made through the school office or with your child’s homeroom 
teacher for work to be sent with a sibling or picked up at school.  

 
In conclusion, we appreciate how cautious our families have been regarding their child’s 
(children’s) health.  Your willingness to contact the school, share information, and seek guidance 
on the next steps has been tremendous.  We are also grateful for your willingness to contact your 
primary care provider and seek medical guidance when appropriate. 
 
 
Greg Wesely Amy Milosch 
Principal School Nurse 


