
September 21, 2019 

 

Dear Terrific Three Parents, 

Greetings from Preschool!  

I want to thank you for a positive start to the school year. 

I truly hope your little one is making a smooth transition to our classroom. It takes time for 

everyone to adjust to our school environment, new teachers, new friends and routine. It is my goal 

your child will love to come to preschool to play, learn and enjoy being with new friends and 

teachers. The month of September will be filled with many opportunities for your little one to feel 

more comfortable. If you have any concerns or questions, please contact me. 

 

Morning Check-In/Attendance Chart:  

Thank you for helping your child “check in” each day by placing their name under the 

“I am here today” on the big blue pocket chart in the lobby.  I am working on having a photo of each 

child in the next week so the children can complete this activity on their own.  Look for the 

Question of the Day activity on the chart coming soon.  This activity promotes conversation with 

you and classmates prior to their morning at preschool.  I often hear the children anticipating what 

the Question of the Day will be next.  Please share this activity with the folks that share the drop-

off duties with your preschooler.   

 

Marvelous Me! Week: 

During our “Magnificent Me!” week, the children listened to the book I Like Me by Nancy Carlson, 

as well as other stories relating to our theme.  They created a special “me” face project that is 

currently hanging in our room.  Stop in after class so you can look at your child’s work. Also, during 

our celebration of ME, the children played a color game, joined a name ball game and played 

instruments celebrating that God made us special.  We learned several songs and even had a 

parade with our special streamers we made in class.  The children simply had fun!  

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

I welcome volunteers in the classroom to help with daily projects, parties and simple tasks.  If you 

are interested, please fill out the volunteer sheet that was sent.  It is required for all of our 

volunteers to have the necessary training required by the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis.  

Please register for the training online at virtusonline.org.  Pick a parish that is offering the training 

according to your schedule.  Be sure to specify that St. Joseph’s School/Church is the place you will 

be volunteering.  Many of you have completed the training in the past.  Thank you.  Be sure you 

update your volunteer status every three years.  Any questions—please ask.         

 

Communication via email: 

Please keep your email, phone number and address current with us if it changes at any time during 

the school year.  My newsletters will be sent home through email.  Thank you. 



 

School Website:  

St. Joseph’s School website is another place to look for PreK-8th grade information.  Our school 

website was recently updated and is very user friendly.  The calendar and newsletters I send out will 

be added to the school website, too.   

 

Letter of the Week: 

Our alphabet study begins this coming week.  We will start with Letter F to go along with our 

theme— Fabulous Friends.  The children will learn one letter each week.  Our letter curriculum 

concentrates on the letter sound and formation of each letter that is age appropriate.   

 

Each week the children will be creating a big letter page using varied preschool tools or materials.  

For example, this week we will be placing feathers on the letter F. Each big letter page will be sent 

home when dry.  As each page is brought home, please spend time with your preschooler 

discussing the shape and sound of each letter.  At this age, it is making the children aware of the 

shapes of the letters and hearing the different sounds.  I like to say we are working together to 

“plant the seeds” as the children grow in knowledge during each stage of development.  During 

future preschool years, the children will have more of a focus on learning the sounds and 

corresponding letter names.   

 

Also, each week the children will come home with a small capital letter cutout.  The children will be 

doing a few fun activities with the letter cutout.  This week we will be having a letter F hunt.   

 

Alphabet Book or Display Opportunity: 

It would be very valuable and beneficial to start an alphabet booklet with your child using the big 

letter pages that will be coming home.  This can be completed in any way you wish and is for your 

child’s use at home. Please note this is not mandatory, but highly suggested.        

 

A few ideas: 

*place each completed big letter (you may need to trim the page a bit) in a clear sheet protector 

and placed in a three-ring binder.   

*use a  key rings or paper fasteners to hold the pages together 

*hang the letters in a special place  

 

Whatever you decide is fine.  The idea is to get your child excited about what they did at school.  It 

is a wonderful way to help your child have an awareness and better understanding of the letters.   

 

I did something similar with my own children and it was fun to see the letter booklet come together 

as the year went on.  It also proved to be a wonderful way to show your child how you value what 

they are learning at Preschool.   



Good News: 

I have heard very positive feedback from past preschool parents who created a booklet with their 

children.  However, you decide to keep the alphabet pages is fine.  If you choose to create a 

collection of pages with your child—please know that it is fun for the children to bring their 

completed binder/booklet back to school in May to show classmates and teachers.        

 

My hope is you will find a way that will help your child get excited about their work, school activities 

and the letters of the alphabet.  

 

Sharing Time: 

Sharing Time (also known as show-n-tell) in preschool goes along with the letter of the week. 

On either Tuesday or Thursday, your child may bring in one item to share that corresponds to the 

letter we are studying.  This activity is completely optional.  If Fall isn’t the right time to start this 

activity with your little one—it is just fine.  As children feel more comfortable with school and the 

classroom environment the sharing activity may become more interesting to him/her.  If your child 

is excited to bring an object to share for our alphabet experience here are some hints of making it a 

positive experience. 

Helpful hints: 

-find one object at home to go along with our letter of the week 

- practice speaking at home in front of family members  

-look for the hard sound of each letter rather than the soft sound 

-refer to the monthly calendar for the letter of the week schedule 

 

We will be sharing our items throughout our morning together and the items will be brought home 

the same day.  Remember there is great value in showing interest in all the delightful experiences 

your child will be involved in during preschool. 

 

Thank you for a fabulous start to the year.  It is simply a pleasure to have your family at St. 

Joseph’s Preschool.  Welcome to the St. Joseph’s School Family. 

Contact me with any questions. 

Peg Dierberger 

Email: pedierberger@stjosephwsp.org      School Website: stjosephwsp.org           #: 789-8300 
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