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April 14, 2018 

Hello from Preschool!  It certainly has been a challenge to teach the season of Spring to the children 

this year.  Every day I continue to tell the preschoolers that it will eventually get better outside.  

As we have encounter another April snow storm I have to keep that positive attitude -- indeed it will 

end.  😊 April snow showers will eventually bring May flowers!  I know it is something we all long and 

hope for in the coming weeks.  Until then…keep sending the warm winter outerwear to Preschool. 

 

Alphabet and Numbers: 

Our study of the letters of the alphabet continues each week.  We have recently concentrated on 

the letters: Z and M.  This week is the letter: Q and one more letter to come; I.  Our alphabet wall 

is the perfect visual for the children to see their progress.  In addition, our coconut tree is filled 

from the top to the bottom with letters of the alphabet.  All of the children have had a turn to hang 

up a letter on our coconut tree.  Even a few of our staff members have had a turn hanging up a letter 

on our tree-- including our school principal, Mr. Wesely. The preschoolers are wonderful 

letter/sounds detectives by finding items at home to share on Wednesdays.  It has been fabulous 

to watch the development throughout the year as the preschoolers make the connections with each 

letter and its corresponding sound.   

 

We work on number development daily in preschool, too.  We count in various ways using our calendar, 

flannel board, rhymes, music, lining up, transitional games, table games, as well as spontaneous 

counting.  We work on recognizing and writing the numbers using many activities in which the children 

do not even realize they are learning! 

 

Thank you so much for helping your little one by reinforcing these skills at home.  It really does make 

a huge difference. 

 

Spring Shoes: 

When the real season of Spring decides to arrive, it can be tempting for your child to wear cute 

sandals and crocs.  It is best to wear sturdy shoes covering our toes and heels for safety reasons.  

Please look in the Preschool Handbook for future information.   

 

Screening:   

One last reminder to make your child’s Early Childhood Screening appointment.  This is required prior 

to Kindergarten. 

 

 

 



Easter Joy! (Week of April 2) 

The first week of April was a time for an age appropriate study of the dying and rising of Jesus.  

The children listened to several stories about the First Easter.  One of the special stories was titled 

“The Sad and Happy Day” from our Read Aloud Bible.  The children have a very good understanding 

of the First Easter.  One of the activities after Easter was to take a “church walk” to see first-hand 

the beautiful church environment.  During our Easter “church walk” our senses were used as the 

preschoolers could smell, see and feel the Easter lilies and other beautiful flowers.  Be sure to have 

faith conversations with your little one at home, too.  I like to say we are “planting seeds” for future 

lessons to help the children learn more about Jesus. 

 

Did your child tell you about our visit to the Adoration Chapel? I hope so.  We had quiet time sitting 

for a few short minutes talking to Jesus.  It was simply beautiful.   

 

To extend our Easter Joy theme the children created a shiny egg with food coloring and sweetened 

condensed milk—which are hanging in our classroom.  In addition, there were story opportunities for 

the children to retell the resurrection story with a 3D tomb/bible characters, flannel stories and 

more.  The preschoolers sorted eggs, played with Easter cutters/playdough, balanced with the 

spoon/egg game, explored in our Easter sensory bin and more.  Did you hear the song “Jesus is Alive” 

at your house?  It was an EGG-ceptional week. 

 

Spring Is Marvelous (Week of April 9) 

Frogs were the highlight of our Spring unit.  The children learned the life cycle of frogs, played a 

number 1-12 game with frogs and flies, played a frog/fly tweezer game (good for small motor skills), 

played with various frog puzzles, created frogs with stencils, finger painted and hopped like a frog.  

This coming week, the children can explore the life cycle of frogs at the science table.  Did you hear 

our frog song at home?    

 

Weather Watchers (Week of April 16) 

Next week will be a time to learn and discuss the weather all around us. All year long the children 

have been keeping track of the weather using a graph. Now, the children will be able to complete 

their own weather wheel to bring home.  During our unit, we will talk about some of the common 

storms, types of clouds and complete an experiment.  One of the stories that I will read it titled: 

It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles Green Shaw.  An art extension of this book is to use white paint 

and create a squishy cloud.  Then the children have to figure out what their squish painting looks like 

in the world.  Despite the weather outside—it is bright and sunny in our Preschool room. 😊  

 

Incredible Insects (Week of April 23)  

Caterpillars and butterflies will be the focus during our insect study. The children will gain knowledge 

about the life cycle and different types of butterflies.  The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

is our repeated read aloud during this theme.  The children will learn new vocabulary, too.  It is a 

very informative and fun theme to do with preschoolers. 

 

In a few short weeks, you may hear about our caterpillar jar.  The children are going to be so excited. 



 

Preschool Summer Camp: 

We are offering a summer camp opportunity in June.  We will be providing a week-long Summer 

Safari camp --morning hours only—for interested families.  A hard copy of the summer camp was 

placed in the cubbies a few weeks ago.  The forms are also on the school website.  If you are 

interested please register by early May.   

 

Night of the Arts: 

Thursday, April 26th is our PreK-8th grade display of Arts and Literature.  The PreK4/5s class have 

worked so hard on a “self-image” piece of artwork that is indeed frameable.  Please stop by school 

the evening of Thursday, April 26 to see your child’s art displayed in our school cafeteria—and 

check out the entire school for beautiful creations. 

 

Como Zoo: 

For our off-site field trip, the PreK4s and our PreK4/5s classes will be visiting Como Zoo together. 

Our field trip will take place on Wednesday, May 16th.  We will be taking a school bus to the zoo—

which is almost just as exciting as the zoo trip for my little preschool friends.   

 

Please note:  There is a time change for all preschoolers on this day! 

Children should arrive to school at 9:30 am.  We plan to leave for the zoo asap.  

We will eat lunch at the zoo and depart at 12:30 pm to arrive back at St. Joe’s at 1:00pm.  Please 

pick up your child at preschool at 1:00 pm.  Dismissal will be right away as we exit the school bus.   

 

I am asking for many, many parent helpers for our trip to the zoo. If you have had the essential 

threes completed for volunteer opportunities it makes it much easier.  Let me know if you are 

interested in volunteering.   More information about the Como Zoo field trip will be sent home soon.   

 

Spring Assessments and Conferences: 

I have had the privilege of working 1:1 with your little one this month to go over all the preschool 

readiness concepts that have been taught and reviewed all year long.  I am looking forward to 

sharing your child’s assessments with you at conferences on May 3 & 4.   Conference sign-up 

information will be sent out soon. 

 

End of the Year Program: 

Please mark your calendars for our spring program which is held on the very last day of preschool.   

Thursday, May 24 at 2:00 pm in the St. Joseph’s Great Room.  The children are preparing a few 

spring songs for you and your family.  All are welcome to join us.  We will have a little treat after 

our program, too. 

 

 

 

 

 



Looking Ahead:  Mark your calendars. 
April 26:  Night of the Arts.  Our hallway galleries will be open from 6-8:30 pm. Please join us. 

May 3:     No Classes due to conferences 

May 4:     Conferences 

May 16:   Como Zoo Field Trip  

Please note the time change for the trip to the zoo.  More information to come home     

soon. 

     Parent volunteers are needed! 

May 24:  Our Last Day of Preschool 

     Spring Program 2:00 pm in the Great Room. 

     Treats after the program. 

               ALL ARE WELCOME  

June:      Summer Camp opportunities.  Deadline to sign up is early May.  

 

Peg Dierberger  

pedierberger@stjosephwsp.org 
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