
St. Joe’s Jr. High Graduates - In their own words! 

The following alum were asked to answer the brief questions below or to write their own 
statements:
1. What is your favorite St. Joe's memory?
2. How did St. Joe's impact your life or prepare you for your future?
3. What would be your top reasons for staying at St. Joe's through 8th grade? 

Alex Pinkerton 
St. Joseph's Graduate:  2004
St. Thomas Academy:  2008
 Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, major: Economics, minors:  English and Political 
Science
 
I very much enjoyed staying at St Joe's for both 7th and 8th grade.  I feel the environment 
academically and socially prepared me for high school.  From the beginning of high school I was 
enrolled in the advanced classes that STA offered and because of my academic background at 
St. Joe's I was always challenged, but prepared. I received three Eagle Awards (GPS 3.66 and 
above) and one Torch Award (3.33-3.65) during my years at STA.
 
After high school I chose to attend Washington University in St Louis and am currently working 
toward Bachelor of Arts in Economics, with minors in Political Science and English.
 
My favorite memory of St Joseph's was my entire eighth grade year. From participating in the 
play to the class trip to Duluth, I always enjoyed spending time with my classmates both in and 
out of the classroom. 

Bob Kelly 
St. Joseph's Graduate:  2004
St. Thomas Academy:  2008
St. Olaf College:  2012
School Accomplishments:  St. Joseph's School- Young Male Student of the Year,  St. Thomas 
Academy- Robert E. Byrne Christian Service Award, Top 10 Class Ranking, Top 15 Junior Officer, 
Eagle Award (GPA of 3.67+), 2007 MN Boys State Delegate, National Merit Scholarship 
Commended Student, St. Olaf College: Music Theory tutor and TA, Dean's List (2x so far!!)

I remember having a blast in the 7th and 8th grade musicals.  When we were in the younger 
grades we got to see the performances of the older kids, so finally being old enough to 
participate was very exciting.  With the great number of students involved, it was a very special 
experience.
 
The academic rigor of the 7th and 8th grades prepared me well for high school, as well as 
sparked my interest in numerous academic subjects.  In particular, St. Joe's gave me a love for 



reading that has stayed with me.  I haven't heard of any other school where reading for pleasure 
was a basic part of the culture.

Having religion classes and attending weekly Masses were constant reminders of the bigger 
picture.  Being in a school environment where faith was most important helped me to keep my 
life centered.

Being the oldest students calls you to be role models, and the leadership experiences are 
invaluable.  Also, the opportunity to bond with the class as a whole is not one to be passed up.

Erika Gaertner
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2009
Convent of the Visitation:  2013

My favorite St. Joe's memory would have to be the Duluth trip in the beginning of 8th grade. At 
that point, we all knew each other very well because we've been going to school together for 9 
years, but the trip changed our whole class dynamic. Even though we all got along considerably 
well, we all started to come together as a class more so than we did in the past 9 years. I guess 
you could say it was a special bonding time.

In my opinion, St. Joe's is in the heart of West St. Paul and Mendota Heights. You either go to St. 
Joe's or you know someone who does. So going into high school was somewhat easy for me 
because I knew how to make good friends, and also I knew a lot of people that were going to 
my school. Also, St. Joe's gave me an excellent education. The teachers are so great and they 
really love their students. They show you helpful skills and study habits that will help you so 
much in high school.

My top reasons for staying at St. Joe's through 8th grade would have to be the environment that 
St. Joe's carries and that 7th and 8th grade were the most fun years to be with all of the people 
you grew up with. In 6th grade, I was looking at other schools to see if I would like to switch, 
but I didn't feel it was right to leave. I really think I made the right decision because the junior 
high teachers really know how to prepare you for high school and you can do that while being 
surrounded by the people you grew up with.

Charlie Steveken
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2007
St. Thomas Academy:  2011

My name is Charlie Steveken and I am currently a senior at Saint Thomas Academy in Mendota 
Heights.  I consider myself someone who has many friends.  Not all of them come from STA; I 
have friends who go to Cretin-Derham Hall, Sibley, and Holy Angels.  If I would have left Saint 
Joe’s before junior high, I would not have had the opportunity to form nearly as many 
relationships as I did.  



By staying at Saint Joe’s through eighth grade I was able to form close-knit friendships with the 
other students I had known since Kindergarten.  We had been friends and known each other 
throughout the past six grades, but it wasn’t until junior high had we become closer than ever.  
Once seventh grade came around, my perspective on what school was like took a whole new 
spin.  I had always enjoyed going to school, but 7th  grade presented myself and others with 
opportunities to become leaders.  I had joined the student council, had a major role in the 
school play, was an “honors” student, and played on the hockey and baseball teams.  With the 
newly presented leadership roles available to us, our class grew together and formed a sense of 
respect for one another and the roles each of us held.  As the year ended, we all looked forward 
to eighth grade and becoming the “top dogs” of the school.

Eighth grade was very similar to seventh in the way that our class schedules were nearly the 
same.  The curriculum was a bit tougher; however, the teachers provided the direction and 
accountability that would prove to be invaluable once we entered high school.  The St. Joe’s 
teachers, without a doubt, prepare you for the next level.  It has been pointed out many times 
by my high school teachers that St. Joe’s graduates are the most prepared and high school-ready 
of any other grade school.  Almost immediately, I felt like I belonged academically which 
provided a confidence level that would not have been there had I elected to not stay at St. Joe’s. 
Eighth grade was definitely one of the best times I have ever had in school.  As well, as the “top 
dogs” of the school, our class went on numerous field trips and class retreats, helping us form 
closer relationships with each other than we’ve ever had before.  The relationships I made at St. 
Joe’s continue to this day as some of my best friends were also in my Kindergarten class!

In closing, if I had it all to do over, I would stay at Saint Joe’s for junior high again.  I highly 
recommend that students stay through their eighth grade year, allowing them to be high school 
curriculum-ready and to form tight-knit relationships with people who will remain friends with 
them forever.  I had such a great time going to school and experiencing the leadership roles 
available to us as seventh and eighth graders that I sometimes wish school was like that today.  
Saint Joe’s junior high was worth every second.

Helene Prickel  
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2006 
Academy of Holy Angels:  2010 
Currently at Washington University in St. Louis (Pre-Med) 
Honors/Activities, etc:  Class valedictorian, Harvard Book Award for character, intellect and 
achievement (2009), All Conference Varsity Soccer (2009), MVP Defense Varsity Soccer 
(2008,2009), Select Academy Singers all girl choir (2007, 2008, 2009, Elliott Scholarship (Full 
merit scholarship to WUSTL) 
  
I actually have two favorite memories.  Being part of Varsity band was so much fun.  The other 
percussion members and I always had fun making up dances.  I especially like the “trash can” 
piece we did for the spring concert.  The other memory that still makes me smile is when we 
beat Nativity’s basketball team in the CAA semifinal game in eighth grade.  Whenever we played 
Nativity, the games were always close, but we always seemed to lose.  The final time we played 
them, we were so pumped and just played our best game as a team.  It was better than winning 
the championship, which by the way, we lost!  



I think what I liked the best was feeling part of a community.  I liked that we went to mass as a 
school once a week.  I liked that we had personal relationships with our priests and teachers.  I 
felt like everyone knew me and cared about me.   
  
  
Joe Gehrz
St. Joseph's Graduate:  2003
St. Thomas Academy:  2007
United States Naval Academy (Graduating 2011)
School Accomplishments:  St. Joseph's School - Outstanding Young Man of the Year Award
St. Thomas Academy - Cadet of the Year, Top 6 Junior Officer, AP Scholar with Distinction, Walter 
G. Kurtz Award,  U.S. Naval Academy - Superintendent's List, United Kingdom/International 
Scholarship Program, ACS Division of Analytical Chemistry Award, U.S. Navy Medical Corps, 
Company Commander

Although I never possessed any legitimate, eye-opening talent as an athlete, I absolutely loved 
playing and competing on sports teams for St. Joe's. Back then, playing on the team was about 
enjoying the game, building camaraderie, and representing the school with pride. Some of my 
best friends and memories were made on these teams. Winning was never the primary goal like 
it is at all other levels (and, I would venture to say, at other middle schools), and in High School, I 
never had the same opportunity. I also had a very positive experience in the Varsity Band. Just 
like the athletic teams, Band provided a venue through which I could enjoy something I loved 
(music).

I remember Junior High teaching me what it really meant to work hard. Prior to those years, I 
struggled academically because I made the subconscious choice to settle for mediocrity 
(partially because I knew no better). In Junior High, my teachers instilled a higher sense of 
purpose (morally, physically, and academically) and excellence that has stayed with me for years. 
Their example helped drive my motivation through a lot of challenges in High School and in 
College. 

Leaving St. Joe's never crossed my mind as a viable option. I felt too internally connected to 
what the school stood for and who it helped me become. I was surrounded by meaningful 
friendships, teachers who were entirely dedicated to our development as students, and a 
Catholic community that kept us in touch with our faith through the Sacraments.

Kyle Nowak   
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2007
Henry Sibley High School:  2011
School Accomplishments or other:   Outstanding young man of the year at St. Joe’s Sibley NHS, 
Chemistry and Physics Demo Team, Letters in Football and Wrestling Captain of football team, I 
completed a Science Research Program Through Concordia and Northwestern. I designed a MN 
native plant species garden.  

I don’t have a specific favorite memory because throughout Junior High so many great things 
happened. In football we won the “A Bracket” Championship. I was involved in both plays and 
have tons of great memories. The Duluth trip was amazing. You can’t go through St. Joe’s and 



have a favorite memory. You go in with a clean slate and come out with an overflowing photo 
album of memories, and all of them are favorites. The thing that stands out are the relationships 
you build with students and teachers.

St. Joe’s had a tremendous impact on my future. The courses and teaches do a fantastic job of 
going through the material and pushing the students. I walked into Sibley with knowledge that 
made for a very easy transition. The teachers and staff molded me into a person with values. I 
still talk with several staff as often as I can. They are tremendous people who have the power to 
influence young minds towards a successful future. These are also top reasons I stayed through 
eighth grade. I could not pass up the relationships with students and staff. They enriched my life 
in so many ways. I have several friends today from St. Joe’s and I have known them for nine or 
ten years, and yet the bonds are not weakened. St. Joe’s is the place to be.

Madden Zappa
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2008
Academy of Holy Angels:  2012
School Accomplishments or other:  At St. Joe’s won the Outstanding Young Woman of the Year 
award and had the lead in the school musical.

At St. Joe’s, I was really prepared to succeed in high school. In fact, in right now as a junior, 4 of 
my 7 classes are AP classes.  I’ve been in advanced classes every year.   In English, I was able to 
develop a solid foundation in grammar and writing that more than prepared me for the rigors of 
advanced English classes.  Mr. Schultz’s literature class also helped me in this area as I became 
more confident in public speaking and discussing novels; he prepared me to not be scared and 
to really thrive in class discussions.  Mr. Becker’s math class also helped me a great deal. It was 
because of Mr. Becker’s math class and the programs at St. Joe’s that I now have a strong grasp 
on math. In fact, I advanced an additional level in math in my freshman year, and will have 
completed 3 full years of calculus – 2 at the AP level – by the time I graduate. 
Top reasons for staying at St. Joe’s for 8th grade year.
I have a few reasons why I chose to stay at St. Joe’s 8th grade year:

• The teachers were always willing to help you if you needed help.
• The supportive community.
• The opportunity to work ahead on my own if I needed additional challenge in a class. 
• The arts – a wonderful band and theater opportunities.
• High school comes soon enough!

Maureen Harrington 
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2005
Cretin-Derham Hall:  2009
University of St Thomas:  2014
 
School Accomplishments or other:  National Merit Finalist;  Archdiocese High School Pro-life 
Board Rep;  Traveled with Net Ministries for 9 months after high school.
 
My favorite memories from St. Joe's junior high are of all the extra-curricular opportunities I 
had there. From athletic to academic to artistic, there was something for everyone to get 



involved in and enjoy. I had a lot of fun doing crew for the junior high musicals, playing the 
clarinet in band, and running track. I had the opportunity to make friends in other grades, and 
some of the friends I made by participating in these activities are still good friends of mine 
today. One activity that I found especially unique and fun was Mrs. Kimmerling's science club. To 
be honest, science has always been my least favorite subject, but somehow she made it exciting 
enough for me to want to spend time after school doing it. I think that the diversity and number 
of extra-curricular activities offered at St. Joe's are one of its biggest assets.

Mike Farley       
St. Joseph’s Graduate: 2005 
Saint Thomas Academy: 2009 
Creighton University:  2013

School Accomplishments or other: STJ: 2004 School Geography Bee Champion, STA: National 
Merit Honorable Mention, Academic All-Conference, 
         
My favorite St. Joe’s memory is the 8th grade Duluth trip.  It was great to have one last big 
bonding experience with my class, outside of school. 

St. Joe’s prepared me for the rigors of high school.  Academically, I felt like I was very prepared 
for the time-management and studying habits I needed to succeed at Saint Thomas Academy. 

The top reasons that I stayed at St. Joe’s for junior high was the teachers.  I remember being 
impressed by the presentation that was given at the beginning of the school year in sixth grade, 
and being really excited for junior high at St. Joe’s. 

Nolan Arons
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2009
Cretin Durham Hall:  2013

School Accomplishments or other:  Most outstanding male student of the year, honor role, lead 
in the play, space academy scholarship recipient, soccer, basketball, student council.

Being in the plays was a lot of fun. It looks great for college applications and it is a great way to 
meet new people. I was in both stage crew and in the cast and I had a ton of fun with both. 

St. Joes gives you a great education. When I got into high school, I knew what it was like to work 
hard, so it wasn’t as much of a challenge for me. 

My last two years of STJ was by far the best. You are put into leadership roles, you are treated 
different, and we went on a ton of great field trips and retreats. The Duluth trip is great!! You 
learn a lot about Duluth, but, more importantly, you make new friends and learn how to work 
with different people. Plus, as I mentioned before, it prepares you extremely well for high 
school. At CDH, former STJ students excel in most classes because of the previous education 
we have received.



Nolan’s Parents’ comments: We could not have been more pleased with the Junior High 
experience our son Nolan had at St. Joe’s.  Nolan was very well prepared for high school and 
made the transition easily.  Nolan is doing very well at CDH and we believe St. Joe’s deserves a 
great deal of credit for his success.  The Math, Science and English department at St. Joe’s all did 
a great job in preparing Nolan for high school.  

Peter Farley       
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2008 
Saint Thomas Academy:  2012  
School Accomplishments or other: Cross Country Letter x2, All-Conference Cross Country, 
Track Letter, Academic Eagle Award x 2, four semesters on the High Honor Roll, Life Scout

One of my favorite St. Joe’s memories was the Duluth Trip.  It was something that I had always 
heard was really fun.  Though the weather was not very good and part of the touring was 
cancelled because of it, I had a really fun time.  The museums were both cool and educational.  
The train museum was my favorite, because my group quickly filled out our assigned worksheet 
and then spent the rest of our time running in and out of trains.  The boat ride in the late 
afternoon was fun (though there wasn’t nearly enough pizza).  Most fun, though, was the bus 
ride there and back – eating Toaster Strudels, drinking Mountain Dew, “bro-chilling” and listening 
to music.  The most rebellious thing we did was watched movies on an iPod someone had 
brought along, sitting just four rows behind the teachers, and not getting caught.  

St. Joe’s academics prepared me well for high school.  Though at the time the junior high 
teachers’ demands seemed strict, they really helped in forming good study and work habits 
(such as showing all work for math).  The curriculum at St. Joe’s also helped me test into higher 
classes as a freshman, including Geometry and Spanish II.  The English curriculum at St. Joe’s gave 
me a good understanding of sentence structure going into high school.  Not only did this make 
English classes easier, but it also made forming some sentences in Spanish easier.

Most of my friends were at St. Joe’s, so I didn’t want to go anywhere else.  I also looked forward 
to all the fun stuff that the 8th graders get to do, like the Duluth Trip, Dinner-Dance, Graduation, 
the JH musical, and even choosing your own seat at lunch.  Because I went to St. Joe’s from 
kindergarten, I had always seen the junior high kids around and could not wait until I was one of 
them.

Sarah Pinkerton
St Joseph's: Graduate: 2003
Convent of the Visitation: 2007
Tulane University, senior; double major in English and Psychology 
Additional Education:  Spent Junior Year at University of St. Andrews in Scotland
Additional accomplishments:  
- due to the preparation from St. Joe's I took honors and AP classes at Visitation;
- published a book in summer 2009;
- internship summer of 2010 at Washburn Center for Children in Minneapolis; 
- received the English award senior year at Visitation;



- accepted into the Summer Kenyon Young Writer's Program at Kenyon College in Gambier     
Ohio, and won the poetry contest at the completion of the program, summer 2006;
- received four Year Presidential Scholarship to Tulane University;
- accepted into the Honors Program at Tulane University.

 
I especially enjoyed literature classes and time spent with classmates outside of class (eg, Duluth 
trip, dinner dance). The school plays are also very memorable events. 

St. Joe's encouraged my love of reading and writing, which I have pursued to great effect through 
my university years.

My favorite academic aspect of St. Joe's was, as stated, my literature class. Socially, I liked the 
community feel provided throughout my schooling. 

Marie Martine
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2008
Convent of the Visitation:  2012
Accomplishments:  Varsity soccer and hockey freshman, sophomore and junior year; highest 
academic honors every year; Eucharistic Minister; Peace Jam. 

There are many reasons to stay at St. Joe’s through eighth grade. Nine years seems like a long 
time to be at the same school, but the faculty and staff do a great job of setting the eighth 
graders apart by giving them many privileges. Every year, the eighth graders take a trip to Duluth 
to see Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral, tour museums, and take a boat ride on Lake Superior. 
They also get the lead roles in the school play, which is presented in the spring. A lot of practice 
and hard work goes into this, and everyone gets great satisfaction seeing the whole play come 
together. In addition to extracurricular activities, throughout this entire year, the eighth graders 
are preparing for Confirmation in religion class. It is the last sacrament in which they participate 
as a class and is an event that the class, as a whole, looks forward to with great anticipation. 
However, the best part of eighth grade is the final two weeks of the year. The class celebrates 
graduation with a dinner dance, a trip to Valley Fair and a special graduation ceremony in the 
church. It is a very exciting and sad time for the graduates- exciting because they will be going 
to high school and sad because they will be leaving good friends and familiar faces. Throughout 
my years at STJ, I always looked forward to the year my grade would be the leaders of the 
school and the ones to get all of these privileges. It was well worth the wait!  

Daniel Martine
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2007
St. Thomas Academy:  2011
Accomplishments:  Kee Club Captain, A Company 1st Seargent;  Eagle Award winner every year 
(Eagle Award is GPA 3.67 or higher); STA Lacrosse team 4 years; STA Jr. Gold Hockey team 3 
years.

My nine years at St. Joe’s has had a great impact on my life. First and most importantly, I have 
formed lifelong friendships with classmates from my St. Joe’s kindergarten class. These friends 
are now at St. Thomas Academy with me and hold many leadership positions in the high school. 



Every year, St. Joe’s has many graduates on the stage at the Cadet Colonel promotion, and my 
grade is no exception. In addition, I am currently applying to colleges, and I feel that I am well 
prepared academically and have been able to take many honors and A.P. courses because of the 
great education that I received from St. Joe’s through eighth grade. The influence that these great 
friendships and the sound academic foundation have had on my life is immense and will continue 
to have a positive impact on my future.

The following testimonials were completed in 2008.

Erin Kunkel
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2004
Cretin Durham Hall 2008
UW-Madison
Accomplishments:  Graduated Salutatorian, Co-President of National Honor Society, VP Student 
Council, Captain of Dance   

St. Joe’s provided me with a safe, faith-based environment in which to grow.  I left 8th grade 
feeling as though I could take on the world.  A St. Joe’s education teaches you that you are part 
of something bigger than your classroom.  You learn to appreciate the communities, such as your 
family and parish, that surround you and support you and you discover the importance of giving 
back to these communities.

Joe Springer
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2003
Cretin-Derham Hall:  2007
Brown University
Honors:  President’s Honor Roll at CDH, Student Council at St. Joe’s and CDH, Harvey Buron 
Spirit Award

My favorite St. Joe’s memory is the Jr. High plays.  Although I was never a lead character, I still 
had a fantastic time performing.  Without the support received via fundraising, St. Joe’s probably 
would find a way to survive, but the experience of their students would never rival the 
experience I had at the school and it wouldn’t be the experience that a student attending St. 
Joe’s should have.

Rosalind Prickle
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2004
Academy Of Holy Angels:  2008 
Illinois Wesleyan Univ.
Honors:  Scholar of Distinction, Varsity soccer, Minnesota Scholar of Distinction in Theatre Arts, 
Yale Book Award for outstanding character and intellectual promise.

My favorite memory of St Joe’s was my first year there when I met all of my friends for the first 
time.  To this day I am still friends with the girl who said hello to me before everyone else.  To 



me, St Joe’s is and was all about instilling within its student a grounded and meaningful sense of 
faith.   Everyone was involved and devoted to giving us the best education coupled with an 
innate understanding of what it is to be a true catholic.  

Alyssa Karel
St. Joseph’s Graduate:  2003
Cretin-Derham Hall:  2007
UW-Madison
Honors:  Athena Award, Excel Award, Hugh Derham Award, Full Athletic Scholarship

I now realize the quality of education I was given at St. Joe’s.  The up to date technology and 
awesome classrooms to learn in and unbelievable teachers!  Fundraising events like JAG Quest 
make it possible for the students to get these things.  St. Joe’s didn’t just provide me with a good 
education to succeed, but it also provided me with the understanding of how to live my life in a 
humble, kind, spiritual and Christian fashion.


