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CONTINUING  
OUR LEGACY
Alumni choose  
St. Joseph’s School  
for their children

MIDDLE SCHOOL  
STUDENTS THRIVE  
IN PREK–8 MODEL 
Students excel in academic 
achievement and leadership

JournalST. JOSEPH’S

COVER: Kindergarteners Lila Troje  
(daughter of  Troy Troje ’96) and Molly Bailey 
(daughter of Roger Bailey ’95) are proud 
legacy students.



Continuing our Legacy
Growing number of alumni choose  
St. Joseph’s School for their children

On a spring afternoon in March, a select group of Preschool 
through 8th grade students gathered in the Jane Nordin 
Gymnasium for a group photo. These children represent our 
“legacy students”—those whose parents or grandparents also 
attended St. Joseph’s School. At present, 107 of our students are 
from legacy families. This number represents an impressive 
28% of our school’s total student body.  

“As a family-focused school, it is great to see so many alumni 
continue the legacy by having their own sons and daughters 
attend our school,” said Principal Greg Wesely. “I believe it 
reflects their own past experience here. They are grateful for 
the excellent education and faith formation they received as 
students at St. Joseph’s School and want to give their children 
the same gift.”

St. Joseph’s School has always had a strong family connection 
with a large number of students from legacy families. But over 
the past few years, the percentage of legacy students in the 

A Tradition of Excellence

Spring is here!  The snow has melted uncovering our 
baseball fields and playground structures. It’s a joy to 
once again see our students playing soccer and baseball, 
jumping rope and drawing with chalk at recess. What a 
wonderful time of renewal! 

As we celebrate the new life that spring brings, it’s also 
important for us to remember where we came from.  
St. Joseph’s School is filled with a rich history of providing 
excellence in academics and faith formation to our 
students. There is no greater validation of our success than 
when our alumni choose St. Joseph’s School for their own 
children’s education. Today, 28% of our students are from 
second or third generation St. Joseph’s School families.  
What a beautiful legacy!

It is a privilege for me to carry on our tradition of 
excellence and to fulfill our school’s mission of educating 
students through faith formation, academic excellence 
and the development of virtue to be disciples of Christ. 
Whether you are a legacy family or new to our community, 
you are valued and I am so grateful to you for your 
support and commitment to St. Joseph’s School. 

May God continue to bless you, your family, our parish 
and school communities. 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Mr. Greg Wesely
Principal

Greetings from  
St. Joseph's School!

1138 Seminole Ave. | West St.Paul, MN 55118
(651) 457-8550 | office@stjosephwsp.org



school has steadily grown. Forty-four percent of this year’s 
kindergarten students come from legacy families. In Mrs. 
Kuettel’s kindergarten class alone, 12 of her 19 students have a 
family connection to St. Joseph’s School.

Roger Bailey ’95 is the parent of one of Mrs. Kuettel’s 
kindergarten students. His daughter Molly “loves just about 
everything” about St. Joe’s. As parents, Roger and his wife, 
Sarah, are very pleased with their school choice. “There is a 
strong sense of community here,” said Bailey. “It’s so much 
fun to meet new families, and see so many friends that I 
haven’t seen in a long time. We are beyond thrilled.” 

“Having alumni return as parents is great for our school 
community,” said Wesely. “They are quick to jump back in and 
eager to contribute. Their presence makes our school stronger 
and more energetic. We are very proud to have so many 
alumni choose St. Joseph’s School for their own children.”     
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“There is a strong sense of 
community here...We are 
beyond thrilled.” 28%

40%
44%

of all students, PreK–8th grade

of Preschool students 

of Kindergarteners

Lori (Lyons) Bruce ’85  
Middle School Lead & 
Math Teacher

Middle school teacher, Lori 
Bruce, has a long and rich 
history with St. Joseph’s School. 
In addition to serving our 
school for the past twenty-one 
years as a faculty member, Lori 

also attended our school as a student and is part of a three-
generation St. Joseph’s School family.

Lori’s family legacy at St. Joseph’s School dates back to 
1949, the year the school opened. “My dad, Mike Lyons, his 
brother, Dan, and sister, MaryAnn, were some of the very first 
students to attend St. Joe’s,” said Bruce. “I was a part of my 
family’s second generation to attend the school along with my 
brother, David ’88, and my sister, Amy ’89.  My own children, 
Samantha Bruce ’13 and Nick Bruce ’17, are also proud 
graduates of St. Joe’s.”

Bruce has never strayed far from her roots at St. Joe’s. She was 
away from the school for just twelve years from the time she 
graduated 8th grade until the time she was hired as a faculty 
member in the fall of 1997. Lori taught 5th grade for eight years 
and then moved on to teach 6th grade for another eight years.

In 2013, Bruce was instrumental in shaping the new middle 
school model (6th–8th grade). She has taught middle school 
language arts and is currently a middle school math instructor 
and serves as the middle school lead teacher.  

Lori’s passion and commitment to St. Joseph’s School is 
unwavering. “St. Joe’s has meant a lot to my family over the 
years.  The strong sense of community and family is one of the 
reasons I love teaching here and is also why I’m so proud to be 
a part of the school’s legacy.”

Teacher Profile

Over one hundred PreK–8th grade 
students are from legacy families.   
Most students are pictured here.

Legacy students at St. Joseph’s School



Middle School 
Students Thrive in 
PreK–8 Education 
Model 
Research shows students excel 
in academic achievement and 
leadership

An increasing pool of research supports the PreK–8th grade 
education model as one that develops higher-performing 
students through the crucial years of middle school. In a 
2016 study published by the American Educational Research 
Journal, researchers found that middle school students 
performed better in PreK–8 schools as compared to sixth- 
through eighth-grade or sixth-through twelfth-grade schools.  
In addition to higher test scores and advanced academics, the 
study found that students in PreK–8th grade schools, like  
St. Joseph’s School, felt safer and had more opportunities to 
excel in leadership roles.

Principal Greg Wesely is not surprised by these findings.   
“The middle school years are an important time of growth  
and development. The PreK–8th grade structure at St. Joseph’s 
School provides students with a safe, familiar environment 
where they can build confidence, develop leadership skills 
and figure out who they are becoming. Our teachers foster 
relationships with each and every student and understand 
their talents, challenges and unique needs. As a result, our 
students feel comfortable and supported which allows them  
to excel.” 

Middle school literature teacher, Dave Schultz agrees. “It’s 
the level of support and the sense of belonging that really 
makes the difference. Our students are comfortable here, 
many having attended St. Joe’s since Preschool. During their 
adolescent years, instead of feeling awkward or uncomfortable, 
our students show confidence and take on leadership roles. 
They try out for the lead in the play and comfortably share 
different viewpoints in class discussions.”   

Sixth through eighth grade students at St. Joseph’s School 
are encouraged to take on leadership roles whether it be 
on student council, as student announcers, song leaders, 
musicians at liturgies or greeters at open houses. They are 
given additional responsibilities and are looked upon to be role 
models for younger students. 

“We set high expectations for our students,” said Wesely, 
“because we believe in them and in their ability to succeed.  
And with the structure of the PreK–8 model, our students 
believe in themselves too and they have the confidence to do  
great things.”

“The PreK–8th grade structure 
at St. Joseph’s School provides 
students with a safe, familiar 
environment where they can 
build confidence, develop 
leadership skills and figure out 
who they are becoming.”
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Leadership in action: 
7th graders spent 
the month of March 
teaching K–4th grade 
students how to code 
using Ozobots.



Back row: Lori Hawkins, Julie Smith, Michelle Benish, Jenny Vierzba 
Front row: Gina Gergen, Katie Grondahl, Kathy Pollard 

School Library Volunteers

Each week, a group of seven parent volunteers work together 
to staff the school library. This is St. Joseph’s School first year 
using an all-volunteer run library model, and it’s proven to be 
a great success.  

“We knew the school had a need,” said volunteer-parent, 
Michelle Benish. “And we knew how much our own children 
loved their library time. So, we decided to take it on.”

And take it on they did. Each week, the volunteers read to 
students, help them choose age-appropriate books, and source 
materials relevant to subjects being studied in the classroom.  
They also manage the check-out process, ensure books are 
cataloged correctly and facilitate the school’s book fair. “It’s a 
lot of work,” said volunteer, Julie Smith. “But we have a great 
team and we all find it so rewarding. We just love seeing the 
kids get excited about books and reading.”

The research is clear that strong school libraries build strong 
students. “School libraries are fundamental to developing 
engaged readers and learners,” said Principal Wesely. “I’m  
so grateful to this team for their leadership and dedication  
to making our school library accessible and exciting for  
our students.” 

The last time St. Joseph’s School students had the 
opportunity to participate on a cheer and dance team 
was in the mid-1990s. But this year, an enthusiastic 
group of parents and students brought the group back. 
Over twenty-five girls in grades 4–7 participated on the 
squad lead by parents Adrianna Birk and Natalie Kipka, 
with help from parents Alanna Caruso and Jennifer Dean.

The squad practiced twice a week and cheered at the 
boys’ and girls’ basketball games throughout the winter. 
“The girls had so much fun,” said Kipka. “And it was 
rewarding for us as coaches too. Many of the girls had 
little or no dance or gymnastics experience. But they all 
worked hard and were great performers.”

“I loved being with my friends and cheering for our 
St. Joe’s teams,” said 5th grade cheer member, Lily 
Rosenberger.  Classmate Abby Farley agreed, “I loved 
the energy and everyone’s excitement was fun to  
be around.”

Volunteer Spotlight

4

Cheer and Dance Squad  
returns to St. Joseph’s School after  

a twenty-year absence

JAGUAR 
Sports Corner 

St. Joseph’s 8th Grade 
Cheerleaders of 1976.

100% of all Middle School 
students participate in at 

least one extracurricular 
activity



Alumna, Lindsey  
(Bruber) Hickey ’98 
Revitalizes SIMEK’S 
Brand
Launches One Gives OneTM initiative to 
support community food banks

Just eight years into her role 
as president and co-owner of 
SIMEK’S, Inc., Lindsey (Bruber) 
Hickey ‘98 has made significant 
and very positive changes to her 
family’s St. Paul Park frozen  
food company.  

According to Hickey, the most 
important of these changes 

was establishing the company’s mission of providing Great 
Food for the Greater Good. This included removing all 
artificial colors, flavors and ingredients from its products. It 
also included the launch of the company’s One Gives OneTM 
program, in which SIMEK’S donates one meal for every 
product purchased to a local Feeding America food bank.  

“SIMEK’S has always been a mission based brand by donating 
10% of annual profits to help those in need,” said Hickey. 
But the new One Gives OneTM initiative takes the company’s 
mission to a new level. “With one in eight people in the U.S. 
struggling with hunger, we knew it was our responsibility as 
a food company to do something about it. We are on track to 
donate over 1.5 million meals this year!”

Lindsey’s vision and true motivator is to continue to grow 
the SIMEK’S brand so the company can give back even more.  
She is grateful to St. Joseph’s School for providing her with a 
strong foundation in faith, core values and community from a 
young age. She is also a proud member of a multi-generation 
St. Joseph’s School family which includes her mom, Laurie 
(Piotraschke) Bruber ’70, her husband, Joe Hickey ’99 and 
sisters Shannon (Bruber) Dempsey ’92, Allie Bruber ’02, and 
Ashley Bruber ’07.
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“With one in eight people in the 
U.S. struggling with hunger, we 
knew it was our responsibility 
as a food company to do 
something about it.”

A Family Tradition
Celebrating Three-Generations at  

St. Joseph’s School

Wallner/Sullivan Family
Joan (Wallner) Sullivan ‘67 with her son, Mark ‘97,  

and grandsons, Robert ’26 and Joseph ’28
Inset: Joan (Wallner) Sullivan with her brother, Robert Wallner ’64, 

outside of St. Joseph’s School.

Bunting/Troje Family
Kathy (Bunting) Troje ‘67, with her son Troy ‘96,  

and granddaughters, Sofia ’23, Lila ‘26 and Claire ‘27
Inset: Kathy (Bunting) Troje on her confirmation day (right).

Is your family a multi-generation 
St. Joseph’s School family?  

Email your story and a photo to office@stjosephwsp.org. 
We’d love to hear from you!
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Then & Now
The Winter Carnival at St. Joseph’s School

Tune in to Go Ask Your  
FatherTM on Relevant Radio® 
with special guest host,  
Archbishop Bernard Hebda!

Middle school students will 
ask thoughful questions of  
Archbishop Hebda, and  
he will ask questions of  
the youth!

Relevant Radio® LIVE 
from St. Joseph’s School 

in West St. Paul!

Tune in to 1330 AM or stream from the Relevant Radio 
website or mobile app! Follow St. Joseph’s School Facebook 

page for additional coverage.

NIGHT
ARTS OF

THE 

CELEBRATING VISUAL + PERFORMING ARTS  
AT ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL

Join us for a night of good food, art, music and fun. 

April 26 | 5–8:30 p.m.

at St. Joseph’s School 

5 P.M. “PICNIC IN THE PARK” DINNER
6 P.M. HALLWAY GALLERIES OPEN

7 P.M. GRADES 3–5 SPRING MUSIC CONCERT

May 30 | 12 p.m.

THEN

Celebrating the Winter Carnival has 
been a tradition at St. Joseph’s School 
dating back to our very first school 
year. In the early years, students were 
crowned king and queen. This January, 
members of the St. Paul Winter Carnival 
visited us and knighted Mr. Schultz,  
Mr. Wesely, Fr. Creagan and Mr. Cina.

The St. Paul Winter Carnival royalty’s visit 
to St. Joseph’s School in 2018 NOW

Crowing of the king and queen 
at St. Joseph's School in 1967 



Stay Connected

1138 Seminole Ave. 
West St.Paul, MN 55118

Follow us for the latest news and updates!

Night of the Arts
April 26 | 5–8:30 p.m.
• 5 p.m. “Picnic in the Park” dinner
• 6 p.m. Hallway galleries open
• 7 p.m. Grades 3–5 Spring Music Concert

Muffins with Moms
May 11th | 7:45–8:30 a.m.
Church of St. Joseph Great Room

1st Grade Mother’s Day Program
May 11 | 2 p.m.
Church of St. Joseph Great Room

Band & Choir Spring Concert
May 15 | 7 p.m.
Jane Nordin Gymnasium

Relevant Radio® Live Broadcast
May 30 | 12 p.m. 

8th Grade Commencement
June 5 | 6:30 p.m.
Church of St. Joseph

www.stjosephwsp.org 

@StJoeSchoolWSP

Upcoming Events 

Help Support Catholic Education
A generous supporter of St. Joseph’s School has offered a 
grant to help us carry out our mission and make Catholic 

education at St. Joseph’s School affordable for all families.

 Any gifts made before June 30, 2018 will be matched 
dollar for dollar up to $50,000! 

Visit www.stjosephwsp.org/give today!

$25,000

Grant
Matching 


