
 

 
PreK 4/5s Newsletter 

February 2018 

Dear PreK 4/5s Parents, 

Hello from Preschool.  There is much learning and laughing happening within the walls of our PreK room. 

The children are enjoying one another and being engaged in many different activities each day. 

 

Alphabet and Number Knowledge: 

We are moving along with our alphabet study as our coconut tree is getting quite full of letters.  The children 

continue to meet a new zoo animal emphasizing the specific letter sound and formation.  The alphabet booklet 

pages are getting worn a bit as the year progresses—from time using them.  😊  The children always ask 

when they can bring their books home.  I assure them they will be able to do so at the end of the school year. 

 

February Concepts:    

Letters: V, X, N R      Past Letters include: L, F, T, A, P, H, D, G, E, J, K, Y, W, B, S                

Skill: Scissors Practice                    

Numerals: 1-11  (/March: #12 & review)         Counting: 1-20         Color: Red/Pink      

Shape: Heart (review circle, square, triangle & rectangle)      Writing: Letters & Name Practice        

    

Thank you 

Thank you for helping make Super Kid Week/Catholic Schools Week a huge success.  The children were 

beyond excited to dress up each day relating to our themes. 

 

Thank you for working on valentines and the valentine bag at home.  The Valentines celebration was so fun. 

The children had a great time.  One of our little friends told Mrs. Pilney that it was the best party ever!!   

Thanks for the parents who were able to plan the celebration.   

 

Faith Focus 

A beautiful part of St. Joseph’s Preschool is being able to learn about our faith.  Even at the young age of four 

and five years old, the children are learning about Jesus, prayer, to care and love one another in an age 

appropriate way.  The month of February faith theme is Love Like God.  This theme ties in perfectly with 

Valentine’s Day and sharing little cards/treats with one another.  It is a wonderful to watch the children learn 

how much Jesus loves them.   

 

Lent Faith Focus 

Our Lenten journey will begin soon.  The Preschool children will have a visit from one of the St. Joseph’s 

priests on Ash Wednesday.  The children will have a mini lesson about turning towards Jesus by our actions 

and words. The visit will also include each child receiving ashes on his/her forehead.   

 

In class, one of our Lenten activities will include making a mosaic footprint to hang on the wall as a reminder to 

be followers of Jesus.  The children will be reminded of one of our important words in our classroom—being 

gentle in our words and actions—like Jesus.   

 



Very Big Dinos  

The children completed a dinosaur theme last week.  It was not only educational, but dino-fun!  Hopefully you 

heard and saw our stone dinosaur fossil and stegosaurus creation.  The children were very proud of both of 

them.  Some of our highlighted activities included: fossil exploring and chiseling, bone digging, play dough 

prints, dinosaur puppets, dinosaur stencils and dinosaur rubbings.  I almost forgot the favorite one—playing 

with the BIG and small dinosaurs!  We have a few dinosaur experts in the classroom who shared their dinosaur 

knowledge with the class.  I hope you heard about our dinosaur egg snack that was absolutely dino-delicious. 

The children chomped it right up!!!  

 

Five Senses 

Next week brings an educational and fun week learning about our five senses.  The children will be smelling 

and painting with Kool-Aid. Plus, a five senses booklet will be created throughout the week.  The Preschoolers 

will have a popcorn treat to help them use all five of their senses. The science table will have interactive 

manipulatives to allow for five senses exploration. As with all of our themes, the children will be exposed to 

quality literature and songs.  Thanking God for our senses will be part of our Faith Focus lessons, too. 

 

Nursery Rhymes 

I attended a junior high event at another fabulous Catholic School the other night.  The event was a 

competitive meet highlighting math, literature, science and drama.  I was shocked to learn that this fine group 

of 40 students were not able to recall some of the most popular nursery rhymes written.  Unfortunately, one of 

the students was my daughter—so I guess didn’t do a good enough job teaching nursery rhymes to her as a 

young child.  I am hoping I did ---and it is in the back of her brain!! 

 

Nursery rhymes, rhyming words, and songs are a vital part of a child’s early childhood education. They are not 

only silly fun, but rhyming support a child’s language development and is the foundation of early reading skills.   

I hope that you will pull out your old rhyming books at home and enjoy reading them to your child.  (I wonder 

what my eighth-grade daughter will think if I sit next to her and start reading her old Mother Goose rhymes out 

loud!)  

 

At Preschool, your child will be engaged (and hopefully not forget) rhyming games and activities that will assist 

him/her to rhyme simple words together.  Hopefully you will hear our favorite chant:  ___, ___ these two rhyme.   

 

The children will use their cutting and gluing skills by creating art projects to go along with several nursery 

rhymes.  Our Repeated Read Aloud book is titled Mrs.McNosh Hangs Up Her Wash by Sarah Weeks.  The 

children will be creating their own “wash’ to go along with the book.  It is a favorite activity! 

 

We have been exposed to rhyming already this year, but usually when we have this unit in the classroom the 

children begin to hear and understand rhyming in a deeper way.  Often the children will point out rhyming 

words even when we are not looking for them! 

 

Screening 

Have you made your child’s screening appointment yet? 

 

Registration for 2018-2019 

If your child will be attending St. Joseph’s School next year—please enroll him/her as soon as possible.   

There is much interest in our Kindergarten program.   

 

Preschool registration is in progress, too.   

 

Target date for registration is February 15th. 

 

 



Requests:  

*It would be most helpful if all of the children brought an extra bag for winter gear.  

  

*All of the children should have their school bag each day, too.  This bag is used for school papers, projects 

and related items.  The school bag is not big enough for winter gear and papers.  

 

*If your child is in extended day or lunch bunch—please send extra mittens.  By the time our class goes 

outside the mittens are wet and uncomfortable.   

 

Reminder: 

NO School on Monday, February 19: President’s Day 

 

Thank you. 

   

With appreciation, 
Peg Dierberger  

651-789-8300 

pedierberger@stjosephwsp.org  

 

 

             
 

 

 

 

 


