
 

 
PreK 4/5s Newsletter 

January 2018 

Dear PreK 4/5s Parents 

Another month is zooming by, but not without a lot of learning and fun.  This letter will give you an overview of 

the month of January in our PreK 4/5s class. 

 

Belonging to God’s Family 

The children learned about the wise men who traveled so far to visit baby Jesus.  Our class traveled through 

the school hallways trying to find a statue of Jesus.  We found many pictures or drawings along the way.  It 

wasn’t until we walked to the church did we find the Holy Family together.   It was a wonderful discovery! 

 

Currently, the focus has been about the Holy Family and the similarities of our own family.  Jesus belonged to 

a family just like us.  He ate, played, learned and spent time with his family.  This idea has been rather eye 

opening for the children.   

 

It has been wonderful to share with the children that they belong to a bigger family than the one they know at 

home.  Belonging to God’s family will be supported through a mock baptism at church.  The children will each 

have a role for our baptism by being the parents, siblings, Godparents, relatives and friends of the baby doll 

being baptized.  Father Peter Hughes will be joining us on Monday, January 22nd for our baptism. 

 

To help the children realize how special they are in the eyes of their family and God—they will be sharing 

baptism, individual or family photos with their classmates.   Be sure to send a photo of your child’s baptism or 

an individual photo of your child.  A family photo is just fine, too.  As explained in an email I sent last week, the 

photo can be a computer copy or one that is printed.  Please do whatever is easiest for you.  Photos are due 

this coming week.  Thank you.  In addition, we are learning snowflakes are unique just like us! 

 

School Days 

There is still a lot of formal learning happening at Preschool.  Please continue to review at home.   

January Concepts:    

Letters: Y, W, B, S         Past Letters include: L, F, T, A, P, H, D, G, E, J, K        Skill: Scissors Practice                    

Numerals: 1-6  (February/March: # 7-12)         Counting: 1-20         Color: Black/White      

Shape: Rectangle (review circle, square and triangle)      Writing: Letters & Name Practice        

    

Preschool Skills 

The children continue to create a few projects which allow them to work on the skills of listening, following 

directions, cutting, gluing, using different forms of media and the feeling of accomplishment when a project is 

completed.  Look for a few winter projects to come home this month.  Several of them are on display in our 

room or lobby. 

 

Snacks 

Thank you for your efforts to send a healthy and nutritional snack to Preschool.  Pre-washed and cut fruit is 

always a hit and appreciated. Reminder: send 19 cups (5 oz is the best for little hands) and 19 napkins, too.   

 



Screening 

Screening is completed through the district you reside in and is currently mandatory for all children.  Be sure to 

make an appointment for the screening earlier rather than waiting until your child is closer to the Kindergarten 

year.  It is a very valuable tool for both St. Joseph’s teachers and your family. 

Feel free to ask if you have any questions.  Hint: the screening dates are sometimes six weeks out—so call 

early to get your child’s appointment.  Thank you so much. 

 

Sharing Days 

Sharing Days are on Wednesdays.  Thursday is used as a back-up day if your child didn’t have an item to 

share on a Wednesday.  Sharing time is optional and it coordinates with the letter/sound of the week.  Please 

see the calendar for letter of the week information.    

 

Thank you 

Thank you to the mom’s, dad’s and grandma’s who have graciously offered their time to help in and out of the 

classroom this year.  Your support has been such a gift to me and our entire staff.  I feel blessed to have such 

fabulous families to work with – so know you are most appreciated.   

If you haven’t been able to volunteer as you had hoped…. and are still interested. Just let me know.    

 

Share the Good News: 

*Preschool Information Night for NEW families:   January 16 at 6:00pm in the Preschool.   Be sure to share 

your families Preschool experiences with your friends and family.  Our best marketing tool is YOU!  Thank you 

for sharing the good news of St. Joseph’s Preschool with others. 

*Kindergarten Information Night: January 23rd. 

 

Coming Up 

Phone conferences are coming soon and an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress this year. 

You should have received an email from Mrs.Pilney to sign up for conferences online.  

Dates:  Thursday, January 25th and Friday, January 26th. 

 

Outside Playtime 

Thank you for sending warm winter outerwear to school, as we try to get outside on a regular basis during the 

winter months.  The exceptions of going outside is if we have something extra during our day such as a guest, 

presentation, specialist or buddies.  In addition, if the temperature, wind chill or real feel is not acceptable, then 

the children remain indoors to do a large motor activity.  If your child is in Lunch Bunch, please send an extra 

pair of mittens. 

 

Reminders  

*You are welcome to be a guest reader on your child’s birthday.  Please send me an email if you are interested 

in reading to the class. 

*Baptism or other photo with your child is due this week.  

*Plain t-shirt is due early this week.  

*Black and White Day is Wednesday. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

*All School Open House will be held on Sunday, January 28 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

*Valentine’s Day Celebration will be on Thursday, February 8th.  (note: the celebration is not on Feb. 14). 

***If you are looking for something to do with your preschooler this weekend--- you can make Valentines for 

each classmate.  The children will need to bring 19 valentines to school before February 8th.  Specific details 

coming soon. 

 

 

 



Our Themes: 
Yippee! It’s 2018! 

It was a great start to the New Year after break.  The children eagerly entered the classroom ready for more 

fun together.  The children learned a new year song and made a party hat (hanging in the lobby).   

 

Winter Wonderland: 

Our Minnesota winter has certainly brought us some cold temperatures.  Despite the cold outside the children 

are learning and growing before our eyes.  The PreK 4/5s have been having winter explorating activities right 

in the classroom.  The main sensory table has hidden animals in big ice chunks. The children have to pound 

and chisel with hammers to figure out ways to get the animals out of the ice chunks.  This has been a hit 

amongst the children!   The sensory table changes mid-month to snowplows in fake snow made of flour and 

salt.  Next week brings something new to our science table. The children will be exploring with objects of what 

sinks or floats.  The children will predict what they think will happen and then plop something in the water.  The 

dramatic play area has turned into an Italian Restaurant that the children absolutely love!  Our Tinker tray has 

objects to create snowflakes, castles, snowmen and other winter things in it.  This month the light table is a 

place of name building with mini cups. Did you know your child has gone ice fishing?  The classroom ice 

fishing game allows for number and alphabet exploring while fishing.   

 

There is always so much to share—so I like to point out some of the highlights.  The activities in the classroom 

reinforce readiness skills which allow your child to succeed and feel confident in their learning.  The children 

listen to various stories, make a few projects, learn finger plays and songs with our theme.  

 

Penguin Pals: 

Penguins are an extension of our Winter Wonderland theme. I hope you are learning from your child many 

interesting penguin facts as we work our way through the unit.  The children are learning the different parts of 

the world that penguins live, what they eat, how they swim, who takes care of the penguin egg and how it eats 

when it is a baby chick.  Be sure to ask your preschooler to share his/her penguin knowledge.  In addition to 

learning about penguin facts, the children will play penguin counting and patterning games, waddle like a 

penguin, create a penguin, listen to stories and learn a few songs.  I hope you heard about Cupid the penguin 

from Como Zoo who came to visit last week.  He is an African penguin.  Cupid is 27 years old and has a 

birthday coming up on Valentine’s day.  

 

Catholic Schools Week/Super Kid Week:  

We will be celebrating our Catholic School at the end of the month.  A schedule of themes and dress up days 

will be sent home soon.  You won’t want your child to miss the special days. 

 

Helpful Hints:  

*Are you virtus trained?  All volunteers must be virtus trained. 

*Label all coats, mittens, hats, etc.  

*Try to have your little one use the bathroom before arriving at Preschool. 

*It is helpful to have a bag (Ziploc works well) of extra clothes in your child’s school bag. 

*It helps immensely to have the sleeves of coats, sweaters, jackets, sweatshirts not inside out after arriving to 

school.  It is difficult for the children to get on these items efficiently when we get ready to go outside. Thanks. 

*Cold weather days are here! It is a good idea to have an extra bag for winter gear.  The school bag is not 

quite big enough to have school papers/projects in it, as well as snow pants and all the gear.  You can make 

this decision if you decide to go this route, but I certainly have found it helpful for the children and staff.  

Recycle or fabric type shopping bags work well. 

   

Have a happy, healthy and blessed 2018.  
Peg Dierberger  

651-789-8300 

pedierberger@stjosephwsp.org  


